I see quite enough uniforms during working hours, without
having them all round me during my rare periods of leisure,"
He paused for me to ask what he did, I kept quiet, but it was
no good. I'd got to have it. He said,C41 spend my time trying
to pro?ide the forces with this and that."
1 said, "Oh, do you?" Lord knows 1 might have guessed it.
He nodded slowly, "And you?" he said inquiringly, "To
which part of the national wheel is your shoulder applied?"
I said, "Oh. I do a rather odd job. We do quite a lot of
work for your people/'
"For our people? la what way?" said lies, looking at me
as though he found it hard to believe that we could be con-
nected In any way, however distant. "
c'im in Mail's Research Unit."
{JOh5 you're in this peculiar outfit of Hair's? I come across
traces of your activities occasionally."
"What branch are you in?" I said.
" We're Central Co-ordination."
"Oh, yes, Pilkington's department?"
"We h&ve Pilkington," he said languidly. "But of course
he's more or less obsolescent now."
<lAre you the deputy director?" I said, knowing he wasn't.
He hesitated and then said, "It's a little difficult to say at
present We're in our usual state of flux. Last week I worked
for forty-eight hours without a break from Monday morning
till breakfast on Wednesday. But that's quite normal of
course.'* He turned to me. " It must be pleasant to do some-
thing nice and leisurely, like research."
"What were you doing for forty-eight hours?" I said.
%t Writing a minute?"
Hes shrugged his shoulders.   "New requirements.   They
1 were wanted for the Cabinet on Wednesday. We didn't get the
figures until Monday, so there was nothing else for it but to
work right through. When the figures did come in they were
complete nonsense of course."  He smoothed back his hair.
" "Luckily we don't worry ourselves much about what these
people ask for nowadays. It's a farce really to wait for them."
"Which people?" I said.
" The Services," said lies, tf The Navy's demands occasion-
ally have some relation to the facts. The R.A.F/S and the
Army's never." -He closed his eyes wearily and said, "It's a
dbousand pkles that the Services are allowed to interfere, in
matters they don't understand. If they would concentrate-on
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